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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530

FEB 6 1976

John A. Mintz, Assistant Director
Legal Counsel Division
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Michael E. Shaheen, Jr. -
Special Counsel for Intelligence
Coordination e (,, /‘ \

SSC Request Dated February 5,‘I916,

DocId:32989575

Attached is a letter from the SSC dated February 5,

ﬁ 1976, Please arrange for a prompt and appropriate resp e.
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TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

1976.

FEB 6 1976

John A, Mintz, Assistant Director
Legal Gounsel Division
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Michael E. Shaheen, Jr.

Speelal Counsel for Intelligence
Coordimation

88C Request Dated February 5, 1976

Attached i1s a letter from the SSC dated February 5,
Please arrange for an appropriate response.

ﬁL}QWTWﬁ“ﬁ?AFEjB

cct Paul Daly
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FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO, CHAIRMAN : T
JNHN G. TOV/ER, TEXAS, VIGE GHAIRMAN

PHILID A, BARY, MICH HOWARD H. BAKER, JR., TENN,
WAL'I'IER F. MONDALE MINN, BARRY GOLDWATER, ARIZ.
WALTERYD. HUDDLESTON, KY. CHARLES MC C. MATHIAS, JR., MD,

ROBERT MORGAN, N.C. RICHARD S. SCHWEIKER, PA,
GARY HART, COLO.

WILLIAM G. MILLER, STAFF DIRECTOR

Wlnifed Diafes Denale

FREDERICK A. 0. SCHWARZ, JR., CHIEF COUNSEL
CURTIS R. SMOTHERS, MINORITY COUNSEL SELECT COMMITTEE TO

STUDY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH
RESPECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

(PURSUANT TO S. RES. 21, 84TH CONGRESS)

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

February 5, 1976

Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Esq.

Special Counsel for Intelligence Coordination
Office of the Deputy Attorney General

U. S. Department of Justice

Washington, D. C. 20530

Dear Mike:

Regarding the Select Committee's investigation
of the Secret Army Organization activities in relation
to the FBI in the San Diego area, the Committee requests
that a member of its staff be given access to the original
materials maintained at the San Diego field office of the
FBI. Such access should be initially to copies at FBI
headguarters, as previously arranged, and subsequently to
the originals at the field office. ,

In addition, I thought that the Justice Depart-
ment and the FBI might be interested in the attached copy
of a letter from Committee counsel Michael J. Madlgan to
the editor of the San Diego Union.

‘éincerely,

% John T. El1liff

Director
Domestic Intelligence Task Force

Enclosure

AL 1 wv o3 Copi

ol ‘“@ AMKP

[t
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- R . o February 2, 1976)'
Lol , ' .

Mr. Gerald Warren _

Editor

San Diego Union ’ ' thmmmnmvammmm

P.0. Box 191 ‘ PEF’EMSIHE
© San Diego, California 92112 DAT m,&o

Dear Mr. Warren:
I was surprised to read the article entitled "Report Due on

FBI Probe" which appeafed on the front page of the San Diego Union

of January 27, 1976. The article contained statements attributed

to me which were false. I regret to say that I feel.this inaccu-

. rate reporting was done intentionally by your reporter, Mr. Dillon,

in a brazen attempt to buttress his earlier articles about the SAO.

55143 DocId:32989575 Pagl'a 5

|

Specifically, Dillon's article states:
""Madigan said his four-day visit to California has
confirmed most news reports about FBI involvement
with the SAO's guerrilla war against political
dissidents in San Diego during the early 1970's."
His article goes on to say:

. "The FBI was 'very much involved' with the Secret Army
Organization, a Senate investigator said here yesterday
after interviewing the SAO co-founder and former FBI
informant Howard Berry Godfrey."

Both of these statements attributed to me are false. I never made
such statements to Dillon or anthe else. To the contrary, what
few things I did say to Dillon were almost the opposite. More
particﬁlarly,‘l asked him where the evidence was for the statement
repérted in his January 11, 1976 article which claimed that the FBI
"created a group known as the Secret Army Organization . . . ." I

told Dillon that our investigation had uncovered no such evidence.

With a sheepish smile, Dillon implied that he knew of no evidence

EROLBSURE a2 il
EISLE R /3_5/9




L

-

‘): 'jj“‘vv u»_ N . : .
fer tHat statement and had overstated the case. While the record

of the FBI's involvement with its informer Godfrey does not present

a pleasant picture, I now feel compelled to state publicly that,

in my opinion, the San Diego Union articles by Mr; Dillon have
presented an exaggeratéd picture of 'what really happened.

. As T indicated.in my telephone coﬂversé£ion on January 30,
1976 with Mr. McArthur of your newspaper, I aﬁ requesting that
you print this letter as testimony of your newspaper's sense of

fair play, honesty and accurate reporting; a sense which your

. reporter lacked. ThHe people-of San Diego are entitled to no less.

Sincerely yours,

Michael J. Madigan

Counsel, Senate Select Committee
.. on Intelligence -

Washington, D.C.

HW 55143 DocId:32989575 Page 6
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530

FEB 6 1976

John A. Mintz, Assistant Director
Legal Counsel Division
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Michael E. Shaheen, Jr. oo
Special Counsel for Intelligence-—~mrm.

. . T
Coordination { ;izngiﬁlféQ ™

SUBJECT: SSC Request Dated February 4t“T9%6~—v‘ 47

Attached is a letter from the SSC dated February 4,

1976. Please arrange for an appropriate response. jﬁééliﬁ

2
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FEB 6 1976

TO: John A. HHintz, Assigtast Direcctor
Liegal Gounsel Division
Federal Bureau of Investigation

FROM: IHichael E. Saabeen, Jr.

Special Counsel for Iantelligence
Coordination

SUBJECT: S85C Request Rated February 4, 1976

Attached Is o letter from the SSC dated Tebruary 4,
1976. Please arrange for an appropriate response.

ALL"mmmnm CONTANED

e UC&$&
WH

cee: Paul Daly
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FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO, CHAIRMAN

JOHN G, TOWER, TEXAS, VICE CHAIRMAN
HOWARD H. BAKER, NN,
WALTER F. MONDALE, MINN. BARRY GOLDAVATER, A4 “ LA

WALTER D. HUDPLESIwN, KY. CHARLES MC C., MATRIAS, JR., MD,

PHILIP A. HART, MICH.

ROBERT MIRGAN, N.C.
GARY HART, J0LO.

RIGHATD 5. SCHWENER, 4. Wnided Diales Denale

had WILLIAM &. MILLER, STAFFF DIRECTOR

FREDERICK A. 0. SCHWARZ, JR., CHIEF COUNSEL,

SELECT COMMITTEE TO

CURTIS R, SMOTHERS, MINORITY COUNSEL

HW 55143 DocId:32989575 Page 10

STUDY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH
RESPECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

(PURSUANT TO S. RES. 21, $4TH CONGRESS)
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20510

February 4, 1976

The Honorable Edward H. Levi
Attorney General of the United States
United States Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

It has come to the attention of the Senate
Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations
with.Respect to Intelligence Activities that on
February 2, 1976 the Department of Justice turned
over to plaintiffs in the Hampton v. City of Chi-
cago case certain Justice Department and FBI docu-
ments.

The Select Committee believes these documents
may be relevant to its investigation of the FBI's
role in the December 4, 1969 raid, and for this
reason I now request that these documents be sent
to the Select Committee.

Your promptest attention to this document
request will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Chairman

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIE
DATE |0 /00 gy
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530

FEB 6 1976

TO: John A. Mintz, Assistant Director
Legal Counsel Division O
\ Federal Bureau of Investlgatlonfﬂ~—~“*~“~»~
& {\ﬂ/
\&B FROM: Michael E. Shaheen, Jr. iSJL ’/V

Special Counsel for Intelllgence““““
Coordination

SUBJECT: SSC Request Dated February 5, 1976

Attached is a letter from the SSC dated February 5,
1976. Please arrange for an appropriate response.

[Rec.10q
\“’é@;ﬁ_@ 7= 1357

NG FEB 11 1976
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cc: Paul Daly - L e
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FEB ¢ 1976

]
o

John A, Mintz, Asslistant Director
Legal Counsel Division
Federal Bureau of Investigation

FROM: Michael E. Shaheen, Jr.
8pecial Couamsel for Intelligence
Coordination

SUBJECT: SS8C Regquest Dated February 5, 1976

Attached is a letter from the S5C dated February 5,
1976, Please arrange for a prompt aand appropriate response.

™~

S
kY ]

_____

A&Lz’mrrf

ce: Paul Daly R

'H¥ 55143 DocId:32959575 Page 12




[~ " FRANK GHURCH, IDAHO, CUAIRMAN
JOHN G. TOWER, TEXAS, VICE CHAIRMAN

PHILIP A. HART, MICH. HOWARD H. BAKER, JR., TENN.

WALTER F. MONDALE, MINN, BARRY GOLDWATERgae1Z,
WALTER D, HUDDLESTON, KY.  CHARLES MCC. M , JR., MD, y .
ROBERT MORGAN, N.C. RICHARD S. SCHW, AN PR q
GARY HART, COLO. | - ! g}l gﬁ & a r‘% aé s .<.ﬂ% ma%
%31 LIAM G. MILLER, STAFF DIRECTOR 1ie ¥ o5 e e
FREDERICK A. O, SCHWARZ, JR., CHIEF COUNSEL - .
*  CURYIS R. SMOTHERS, MINORITY COUNSEL SELECT COMMITTEE TO

STUDY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH
RESPECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

(FURSUANT TO S. RES, 21, $4TH CONGRESS)

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

February 5, 1976

Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Esqg. '
Special Counsel for Intelligence Coordination
Office of the Deputy Attorney General

U. S. Department of Justice

Washington, D. C. 20530

Dear Mike:

The Select Committee requests delivery in
unexcised form of the materials pertaining to the authori-
zation of and recommendation for electronic surveillance
directed in the fall of 1969 at organizations engaged in
preparations for the "March on Washington" to protest the
Vietnam War. The Select Committee also desires that this
material be provided in a form suitable for public release
as part of the Committee's report.

Sincerely,

TEO/QA;;@&
John T. E1lliff

. Director .
Domestic Intelligence Task Force

HW 55143 DocId:32989575 Page 13
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SUBJECT:
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s
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO, 27

1 - Mr, J‘.> Adams

« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 2 - Mr, J. A. Mintz N AD A
, (1 - Mr, J. B. Hotis) JDorfoim—
Memorandum L4 -t 3. B Ho
%Jp»\ 1 - Mr, R, L. Shackelford Comp. Syt —
Mr., WJ§ R. Wannall " ¢ paTE: 2/2/76 . Afole —
1 - Mr, J. G. Deegan o Inv
a/% - Mr, S. S. Mignosa "
W. 0f Cregar WO - Mr, F. J. Cassidy 'Lf?

1
1
1
/_) .

@ - Mr. W. 0. Cregar Plan. & Eval.
ENETUDY 75/ - Mr. T. J. McNiff i‘iZT;.l"J;:t:z; L
_‘___Legul Cq_n e i

| NFQRMATION CONTAINED releshone

PURPOSE :

To advise of parameters of discussion establlshedﬁagx
for appearance of Bureau representatives at Senate Selec A
Committee (SSC) Executive Session concerning 'Domestic u;X£§$
Intelligence Investigations," which has been rescheduled
from 2/2/76 to 10:00 a.m., 2/6/76.

DETAILS:

Reference is made to my memorandum dated 1/29/76
advising of the general areas of Bureau responsibility to [~
be discussed at SSC Executive Session scheduled to be held/
2/2/76 concerning ''Domestic Intelligence Investigations,"

-

On 1/30/76, between the hours 2:30 p.m., to .
4:15 p.m. at FBI Headquarters, another meeting was held
between Mark Gitenstein and Michael Epstein of the SSC
Staff and Bureau representatives, including Assistant
Director W. Raymond Wannall, Branch Chiefs Thomas W. Leavitt
and Hunter E, Helgeson, Section Chiefs Joseph G. Deegan,
Sebastian S. Mignosa, and Robert L., Shackelford, and
Special Agents Andrew J, Duffin, Fred J,., Cassidy and
Thomas J. MeNiff, all of the Intelligence Division, and
Inspector John B, Hotis, Legal Counsel Division, The
purpose of this meeting was to further define the parameters
of discussign to be held at theﬁﬁgfthcomlng Executlﬁp Sess;dn,

&/_ ) "’/f é’f 5355

e O St o

.62-116395 ,‘ “ﬁ FEB 1
i Wp‘ W& W.

TJM:1hb [hb CONTINUED - OVER

”g? ’f‘o’i
%%

(1)




HW 55143

Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall
Re: Senstudy 75
62-116395

At the outset, Gitenstein furnished Bureau
representatives with a typed agenda (attached) summarizing
material to be discussed at the forthcoming Executive
Session, 1In general, the attached agenda assumes that
Congress would enact legislation closely paralleling the
"Stone" language., That is, Bureau investigations would be
authorized only when there is reason to believe that an
individual has committed or is about to commit a specified
crime., Exceptions would then be written into the legis-
lation to permit Bur;g o%gﬁgstigations in such areas as
organized crime, back/investigations and counterespionage/
foreign counterintelligence investigations. Recognizing
a possible need for investigations of a domestic intelligence
nature, including threats of civil disorder, the agenda then
requests Bureau input as to need for investigations falling
within this category and an assessment as to how effective
the Bureau can be in preventing acts of violence through
use of intelligence techniques, Additional areas for
Bureau input, according to this agenda, include. (1) the
necessity for investigation of groups calling for the
illegal overthrow of the Govermment at some future date
but where violence is not imminent and (2) the question of
"preventive action' whereby the Bureau would be permitted
to engage in deterrent-type actions against a group or
individual where violence is imminent and arrest impractical,
Gitenstein and Epstein both emphasized that the criteria
for any exceptions,added to the basic '"Stone' language,
will be "Why can't the exception be handled by tradional
law enforcement?"

Realizing the short deadline to properly prepare
for the Executive Session, then scheduled for 2/2/76, an
agreement was reached whereby the Executive Session would
be rescheduled from 2/2/76 to 10:00 a.m., 2/6/76. It is

CONTINUED ~ OVER

DocId: 329895753 Page 15




HY 55143

Memorandum to Mr, W. R. Wannall
Re: Senstudy 75
62-116395

anticipated that Bureau representatives at the forthcoming
Executive Session will include Assistant Director Wannall,
Inspectors Helgeson and Hotis, and Section Chiefs Deegan,
Mignosa and Shackelford, supra.

On the morning of 2/2/76, the above-named Bureau
personnel, with the exception of Assistant Director Wannall,
held a conference to prepare for the forthcoming Executive
Session, It was agreed by all that the mandate for Bureau
investigations in the domestic intelligence field, as proposed
above by SSC Staff Members, was entirely too marrow and
it was agreed that Bureau representatives at the hearing
would recommend a legislative approach following, in
general terms, the proposed Attorney General guidelines
which would afford this Bureau a broader mandate in protecting
Governmental interests, Assignmentsfor areas of responsibility
were made as follows: Inspector Hotis - Various proposed
guidelines affecting Bureau operations, court decisions
recognizing right of executive branch to protect Governmental
interests and distinction between criminal and intelligence
investigations; Section Chief Deegan - Effectiveness of
FBI in preventing acts of violence as a result of information
received from intelligence investigations and Bureau
assassment of threats of civil disorder and techniques
necessary to collect such information; Section Chief Mignosa -
Extent of terrorist activity in this country citing specific
instances of known activity, as well as necessity for
sources to garner such information; Section Chief Shackelford -
Necessity for investigation of groups which believe they
will, at the propitious time, engage in violence for the
forcible overthrow of Government, but believe for the
immediate future violence is either not necessary or
impractical,

CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr, W. R. Wannall
Re: Senstudy 75
62-116395

A briefing of the above-named Bureau representatives
is scheduled for 2:00 p.m., 2/5/76, to finalize this
Bureau's presentation at 2/6/76 Executive Session,

ACTION:
™~
Above submitted for information and record
purposes.,

g
i

A Wy L
i
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MEV DRANDUM - ‘ I
~ January 30, 1976
- " lw 4 »
To: Designees '

.. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

From: John Elliff and Mark Gitenstein - HEREINUS' UNCLASSIE!
| L C \ " DAT 0003\/&#&' /e

On Monday morning, February 2, FBI foidials from

" the Internal-Secufity Braéch ofztﬁe Domestic Intelligénce Divi-,
sion ﬁill appear before the Committee in executive session.
Thetprimary purposé of their appearaﬁcé is to discuss with the
Committee the future ;dlg of the FBI %n traditional- domestic
intelligence operationé ;~.that is, intelligencé investigétions

. of American citizens who are not aéents of foreign powers. The
primary witnesses will;incluae Réym&nd Wannall, Assistant
Difector for the Intelligence Division; Hunﬁer Helgeson, Branch
Chief for the Internal S=scurity Bfanch; Joéeph Deegan, Section
Chief.for Extremist Inveétigations (investigations of terror-
ists, Black Panthers, andttheiKlan); Robert Shackleford, Section
Chief for Subversive Irvestigations (investigations of the Com-
munist Party, the Weathermen,land other "radical groups");- and,
finally, John Hotis, the FBI's represéntative to the Attorney
General's guidelines d-afting committee. '

- The primary question which should be discussed on’

Monday ig the scope ¢ domestic iﬁtelligence investigations

“w by

wossE (2 25— [355
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whﬁﬁh the Congress should permit in any legislative charter

it ‘nacts. In Qhat circumstances should the FBI be permitted
Eo go beyond thé.standard whicﬁ formér Attofney General Harlan
Fiske Stone 1mposed upon the Bureau in 1924 -~ that the FBI
only conduct traditional crlmlnal 1nvestlgatlons° For the

' purposes of Monday's discussion we m}ght assume that.the
'Congregs were to engcf the Stone_staﬁdérd via the following

languagé: B L .

The Attorney General may authorize offi-
cials of the Department of.Justice to- inves-
. tigate violations of federal criminal law
only where there are specific and articulable
facts which, taken together with rational
inferences from those facts, give rise to a
. reasonable suspicion that an individual has
‘ committed or is about to commit a specific
- violation of federal criminal law.
Now, obviously, Congress would aléo have to draft
- exc¢eptions to that standard for organized crime investigations,
narcotics investigations, background investigations, and FBI
counterespionage/foreign'couﬁterintelligence investigations.
‘The primary question for Monday's witnesses is -- what addi-
tional exceptions do th=y believe the Congress should consider?

-

If so, how would they caflne each of these exceptions? What
type of techniques would they authorlze to be used in those
circumstances? What threshhold or predicate would they require
for an inveéiigatiép .£ activities defined in the exception?

In our executive sessions thus far, we have heard

testimony from the G:ueral Accounting Office experts on domestic

_HW 55143 DocId:32989575 Page 19
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iﬁteliigence, local law enforcement OEficials,*aﬁd federal
laW‘enforcemenﬁ officials, all of whom seem ;o;agree that

pe  1aps there should be an egceptioﬁ to this ‘'general rule for
F37. assistance in thé assessment by other federalrofficials of"

the threat of civil disorder and the necessiﬁy for federal

troops. 'We have also heard from GAO and other experts.that'

'perhaps we should also be considering an exception for intel-

ligenée investigations of avowed terrorist gfoups'Iike the
R Weathermen, or the Panthers.

| in'évaluafing tﬁe neéessitj for this iast ekception,
théfe are two Easié quéstions which must be asked of ﬁhese'
witnesses. First, Wﬁat are the sources énd extent of organiz-
ea'terrorist activity currently affecting the United States?
Second, how effective can the'FBI‘be in préventing specifié
teqhniques? .

On January 15 ws wrote. to the Bureau fquesting
materials on the FBI's ;ssessment of the potential of terrorist
vioience in connection with this yvear's Bicentennial celebra-
tion. This material, which hasrnot been delivered to the Com-—
mittee, will be supplici at the.briefing and shoﬁld help the
Committee understand how thelBureau assesses the threat of
terrorist violence( whether‘that-éséessment is realistic, and,
finally, whethef that »otential for violence is sufficientiy

serious to justify an exception to the so-called Stone standarQg.

-

. Hd 55143 DocTd:32989575 Page 20
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;-'theLr abll;ty to prevent violence. - e

On the second question, the FBI was requested on
ﬁeceﬁber 18 to provide examples of instances in which the’
Bureau has actually prevented violeﬁce through an intelligence
investigation. As of the middle of this week, the Bureaﬁ had
provided ten such examples with underlying documents. We are
aﬁteﬁptihg to summarize at least five of fhése cases; which

involve hund:eds.bf documents, by Monday. The actual facts in

"these five cases will be read into the record and would serve
.. as the basis-for questioning the Bureau on whether intelli-
”gghce teqhniqués can 'actually prevent violence by terrorist

7grpﬁps and, secondly, how the wording of various formulations

of the'ﬁhreshhbld for such investigations, ‘e.g., in the
Attorney General's guidelines, .in the Bureau's .revised Manual

sectlons, or in-a proposed leglslatlve charter, would affect

Finally, there are two.other areas that should be
discussed on ﬁonday. First, somé of the witnesses on Monday,
in particular Robert Shackleford, have expressed concern about

whether the guidelines and proposals we are.considéring do not

in effect eliminate so-called. subversive investigations in

that neither the AttorneynGeﬁeral nor the Committee are con-

'

51der1ng authorlzlng Bureau 1ntelllgence investigations where

" the llkellhood of violence is remote. For example, he contends

that in most subversive investigations, that: is .of the Commu-

nist Party, the Socialist Workers Party, and other Marxist-

i

*
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Leninist groups, the potential for violence is real but remote.
In other woxds, these groups believe that when the time is
rlpe they #ill engage in violence for the forcible overthrow
of the government, but that for the moment violence is not
necessary. Therefore, he would contend that an additional
ekception is necessary fbr sueh investigations. First Amend-
ment and other constitutienal problems with such an exception
.are obvious.  : ’"_, - C S N

The flnal srea whlch should be dlscussed on Monday .
is the questlon of "preventlve actlon" The Attorney General's
déaft guldellnes in Part IV would authorlze the FBI to engage
1n_certa1n preventlve actlon/COINTELPRQ-type actions agalnst
intelligence targets. In essence, the_Burean would be per-

, ) .

mitted to take action - -against a group or‘individual,“above end

beypond arrest, where violence is imminent and arrest is imprac-
. : - ’ r ' :

ticll. The Bureau has provided us with examples of situations
in which they feel they should be authorized to"engage in pre-
ventiive action. Those examples, which are included as Attach-
ment A, should be discussed with the witnesses. It is inter-
esting to note that some. of these examples would not even be
éermitted dnder'the,Attorney General's guidelines.

We are also inciuding, as Attachment B, a copy of
the‘Attornef General's draft éuidelines for your review and will

have further materials, including summaries of the five cases

where vigQlence was prevented, available on Monday morning.
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: o Herorable Warren G. Magnuson
Undfited States Senate

v HEREH [ LSS W
i Dear Senator Magnuson: DAT
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Ext. Affairs —
Files & Com. _
! Gen. Inv.
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{nspection
Intell.
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Plan. & Eval. _
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Training

| Legal Co&_%A
k Telephone™Rm." .

Director Sec'y

“ment cited by Mr. Gayden pertains to the FBI's COINTELPRO and
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. A 1 - Mr. Mintz - Enc.
1l - Mr. Moore - Enc.
1 - Mr Malmfeldt - Enc.
March 2, 1976

s 5~
REC-3 é‘gl D M_/ - Mr. HOtlS

1 - Mxr, Taylor

~ Your letter of January 30, 1976, enclosing a copy/ ¢ e
of a letter dated November 29, 1975, from Mr. Ernst L. Gayden

ggtggen received. As you requested I am returning Mr. Gayden's

Mr. Gayden commented on a statement appearing in
the November 26, 1975, issue of the Seattle Times newspaper
guoting me as stating, "There might be some justification for
firing or reprimanding Agents ihvolved if they knew their acts
were illegal!" You requested that I provide you with an ex-
planatioh for this statement.

-

The article contains information reportedly gathered
from tzgtimony of representatives of the FBI before the United
States enate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities and
"an interview of me by _a news media re resentative. 'This state-

the 1nvest;gatlon of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. As a repre-
sentative of the FBI has testified previously and it is my
position, there was no legal justification for harassing the
late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

With regard to the imposition of sanctions against
personnel involved, it is my position that the ultimate
responsibility for the correctness of these activities rested

with the FBI executives who approved and directed them, none

of whom are currently with the FBI. Since they are under re-
view by the United States Department of Justice to determine
if these activities constituted violations of law, it is not

appropriate for me to make further comment at this time.

Sinc¢erely yours,

Clarence M. Kelley,

Clarence M. Kelley
!MJ 5 Director r
Enclosure I ﬁg&;, ; ff““
odf i

NOTE: In order to respond to Senator Magnuson's request

s
necessary to obtain a copy of the news article from SAC ]? {T-

Basher of the Seattle FBI Office. External Affalrs DlVlSlOH has
no record of the interview referred to in the news artlcle. S

-
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WARREN G, MAGNUSON, WASH., CHAIRMANWII} ! Dep. AD Adm. _
JOHN O, PASTORE, R\, JAMES B, PEARSON, KANS.
VANCE HARTKE, TND: ROBERT P, GRIFFIN, MICH. Dep. AD lnv. ¢
PHILIP A.HART; MICH: « HOWARD H, BAKER, JR., TENN. .
HOWARD W, CANRgN, NEV. TED STEVENS, ALASKA . Asst. Dir.:
RUSSELL B, LONG, LA. J. GLENN BEALL, JR., MD, Cn f h f f % 144 f .
FRANH E. MOSS, UTAH LOWELL P, WEICKER, JR., CONN. 1ie ates enaze Admin.
ERNEST F., HOLLINGS, S.C. JAMES L., BUCKLEY, N.Y, i
DANIEL K. INCUYE, HAWAI1 COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE . Comp. Syst,
-JOHN V. TUNNEY, CALIF, .
ADLA! E. STEVENSON, ILL. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 Ext. Affairs
WENDELL H, FORD, KY. )
JOHN A, DURKIN, N.H. Files & Com. ___
MICHAEL PERTSCHUK, CHIEF COUNSEL Gen. Inv.
S. LYNN SUTCLIFFE, GENERAL COUNSEL
ARTHUR PANKOPF, JR., MINORITY COUNSEL \dent.
Inspection
January 30, 1976 Intell.

- Telephone Rm. __

f e 7
Dear Mr. Kelley: _ "“,,},‘,Q,,,i,,.\,y.i;~

Director Sec’y

Laborat
The Honorable Clarence M. Kelley Legal A
Director Plan. & Eyal. __
Federal Bureau of Jnvestigation ’ | spec. Inv.
Washington, D.C. ™ - C — Training

Enclosed is correspondence-that~F-have veceived from my constitient M EFnst
< Gaydgng whq questions the justification and rationalization of your quote as
K published in the SEATTLE TIMES. .

ol

N I would appreciate your providing me with an explanation of this statement as
o™ well as responding. to Mr. Gayden's comments, along with a return of the
“% enclosure.

&7 Sincerely,

N\

s Ul]awuczm

S

. WARREN G. MAGNUSON, U.S.S

| (WARSp/NGTON )

: WGM :mga.
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